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Excerpts from Deposition of Catherine Gaujacq 
March 16-17,2006 

79:4-80:3 

4 A. Mr. Nadal discriminated me through a 

5 meeting on July 1 2 when he asked to bring, I don't 

6 know what kind of documents, at the office in a very 

7 demeaning tone. 

8 He was almost threatening me. To show you 

9 how this happened, to ask about the documents, 

1 that's what it is. And you've got to bring this 

1 1 document here. Otherwise. That's what he did. 

12 MS. BREDEHOFT: Let the record 

1 3 show - 

14 BYMS. HOGUET: 

1 5 Q. What did you say when Mr. Nadal said that? 

16 MS. BREDEHOFT: Let the record 

17 reflect ~ 

18 A. Nothing. 

19 MS. BREDEHOFT: Excuse me, stop. 

20 Let the record reflect that Ms. Gaujacq 

21 stood up, leaned over the table, pointed her finger 
(Page 80) 

1 in the face of Ms. Hoguet and spoke in a menacing 

2 tone of voice mimicking what Mr. Nadal did to 

3 Ms. Gaujacq 



161:8-16 

8 Q. Was the lunch pleasant, as far as you were 

9 concerned? 



10 


A. 


Yes. 




11 


Q. 


Was he rude to you? 




12 


A. 


No. 




13 


Q^ 


Did he discriminate 


against you? 


14 


A. 


No. 




15 


Q. 


Did he harass you in 


any way? 


16 


A. 


No. 




272:16-273:9 





16 Q. Just so I know, EDF branch Americas 

1 7 executive vice-president, at the time that was 

1 8 Mr. Ponasso, correct? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. And EDF energy branch France executive 
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21 vice-president to whom she reports regularly, is 
(Page 273) 

1 that Mr. Lescoeur? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. And did you report regularly to 

4 Mr. Lescoeur at that time? 

5 A. Yes. I would report in my position as 

6 president of EDFINA to a lot of people, depending 

7 the project, and since we had the project with 

8 NuStart going on, I would report very regularly to 

9 him. 



299:3-13 

3 A. I had a call early June, I would guess, 

4 but it's only a guess, on or around June 3 or June 2 

5 or maybe even May 3 1 and that was my - and 

6 Christian Nadal called me at home and did ask for 

7 all the business relations and ~ the phone call fm 

8 talking about is one in which he asked for all the 

9 business contacts that I had. 

1 I recall him telling me, well, 1 have to go 

1 1 to a meeting. I was asked by the chairman to go to 

1 2 a meeting in Aspen, Colorado and 1 want you to 

1 3 prepare all these information. 



308:16-309:9 

16 Q. In response to the request Mr. Nadal made 

1 7 on June 5 on the telephone, did you provide him with 

18 anything in addition to exhibit 51? 

19 A. He had access to all the EDFINA 

20 information, 

21 Q. He had asked you to provide contact 
(Page 309) 

1 information, list of business contacts, correct? 



2 A. Yes. I 

3 Q. My question is did you give him anything } 

4 in addition to exhibit 51? { 

5 A. 1 never had the opportunity to do so. i 

6 Q. Is the answer no, you didn't? I 

7 A. My answer is I never had the opportunity j 

8 to do so because the last time I met with Mr. Nadal [ 

9 was on July 12. j 
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310:9-311:19 

9 On June 1 1 were you in Florida still? 

10 A. No. 

11 Q. Do you know where you were? 

12 A. I was at the office. 

1 3 Q. Did Mr. Dreux speak to you that day in the 

14 office? 

1 5 A. Mr. Dreux aggressed me at the office at 

16 this time. 

17 Q. What did he say to you? 

18 A. I just came back at the office and had 

19 some checks to sign for the accounting and just came 

20 over and told me you cannot sign these checks. You 

2 1 are not authorized any more. He was really stressed 
(Page 311) 

1 for a reason I ignored. 

2 So he took the checks I was about to sign 

3 and then went to the secretary's office to void them 

4 or rip them or whatever and 1 said what's going on? 

5 He did refuse to talk to me. Thafs my recollection 

6 of the facts. 

7 There were witnesses of this event and I 

8 really didn't understand why he was that aggressive. 

9 Even told me now that you are a colleague 

10 you should talk to me differently and I told him the 

1 1 respect I have for people is the same, whatever 

1 2 their rank. 

1 3 Well, I was really shocked by what had 

14 happened. The other employees present were kind 

15 of- also did not understand what was going on and 

16 1 thought the best way to solve the issue - well, I 

17 mean, business had to go along, was just to tell 

1 8 Christian what was going on and to ask him to change 

1 9 what was a mistake. 



333:3-335:12 

3 A. When I learned about his going to the 

4 meeting in Pittsburgh and 1 learned that from Jon 

5 Luc Foret I felt it was not a good business decision 

6 to have three persons irom the office attending the 

7 same meeting. 

8 I was almost ready to not going there 

9 because I really felt that three persons were way 
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10 too much and I was also amazed during this 

1 1 conversatioti with Jon Luc Foret because I had called 

1 2 him to make the arrangements for our meeting going 

13 to Pittsburgh because I was to be the driver for Jon 

14 Luc Foret and I had some repairs to do on the 

15 company's car, the HVAC, and it was only June and I 

1 6 told him you are going to be happy, the HVAC is 

1 7 repaired and he tells me no, I'm not going with you. 

1 8 Christian Nadal is going to the meeting and he wants 

19 me to drive there with him. So I'm not coming with 

20 you. 

21 That was also something - I said, well, too 
(Page 334) 

1 bad, lefs go. 

2 Q. Who was going to drive to Pittsburgh with 

3 Christian Nadal? 

4 A. Jon Luc Foret. 

5 Q. You were now going to have to come 

6 independently, is that correct, to Pittsburgh? 

7 A. The first arrangement for this meeting, 

8 neither Jon Luc Foret nor I knew that Christian 

9 Nadal was coming to this meeting. 

1 Jon Luc Foret learned about it and I did not 

1 1 learn about it because Christian Nadal didn't tell 

12 me anything about coming to my meeting. 

1 3 I learned of his coming to the meeting from 

14 Jon Luc Foret and at this time - and I was in 

1 5 Orlando at the meeting ~ I recall calling Jon Luc 

1 6 to make sure that the arrangements were okay. I was 

1 7 supposed to be the driver there and Jon Luc Foret 

1 8 was to come with rne. 

1 9 1 had the Jeep, a white car, and there was 

20 this HVAC issue in June which I can't understand the 

2 1 problem, so I was — I was happy to let him know 
(Page 335) 

1 that we would have some comfort to ride there with 

2 the car. 

3 In the mean time Jon Luc Foret tells me no, 

4 the arrangement are not those. Christian Nadal is 

5 coming to the meeting. 

6 He is also coming to the meeting in Leon, 

7 France and to go to Pittsburgh, he does not want me 

8 to come with you. He wants to come - he wants me 

9 to come with him. 

1 And so I was left by myself 

11 Q. To get there on your own? 
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12 A. Yes. 



361:19-363:6 

1 9 A, Yes. That's when it became pretty clear 

20 how Christian Nadal was discriminating against me. 

21 Whatever I would do to try to please him, I would 
(Page 362) 

1 not. 

2 Obviously he was doing fine with the other 

3 males at the office, with Jon Luc Foret and with 

4 Benoit Dreux and he was - there was really nothing 

5 I could do about what was going on. I did send this 

6 e-mail on July 9. 

7 Q. The individual to whom you were comparing 

8 yourself here is Benoit Dreux, is that correct? 

9 A. I'm not comparing. I'm just - well, I 

1 just understood if 1 still had some doubts that I 

1 1 benefitted from a very special treatment from 

12 Mr. Nadal and that the other guys in the office, the 

1 3 other officers of the office did not benefit from 

14 the same treatment. 

1 5 Benoit Dreux, because he had this letter, 

1 6 all the other VP in California because he did not 

17 receive any letter at all. 

1 8 Q. You and Mr. Dreux were vice-presidents, 

19 conect? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. He gave some authority to Mr. Dreux ~ 
(Page 363) 

1 A. He gave all his authority to Mr. Dreux. 

2 Q. Which he withdrew from you, correct? 

3 Mr. Dreux had some authority - as a result of these 

4 two letters Mr. Dreux had more authority than you 

5 did, correct? 

6 A. I had no authority. 



365:21-366:15 

21 Q. So there were two officers who were 
(Page 366) 

1 vice-presidents, is that correct, yourself and 

2 Mr. Dreux? 

3 A. When? 
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4 Q. On June 18, 2004. 

5 A, Yes, 

6 Q. What happened here was that Mr, Nadal took 

7 some authority away from you which Mr, Dreux had, 

8 correct? 

9 A. I understood that Mr, Nadal was removing 

1 me from any authority or job or work or whatever 

1 1 while he was giving the full authority to Mr, Dreux, 

12 Q, That is what you are complaining about, 

13 correct? 

14 A, Yes, That was not the only thing I was 

1 5 complaining about on this exhibit 60. 



376:21-377:8 

2 1 Throughout the meeting on July 9 Christian 

(Page 377) 

1 Nadal said something about a contract and that's the 

2 contract with Mr. Walter Nolan saying well, it's 

3 really serious, you know, and he was talking about 

4 information that were in EDFINA's possession would 

5 he only have asked for and I was really worried and 

6 the auditors were too because when they left, and 

7 they told me the biggest thing we're going to write 

8 on this audit is there was no wrongdoing. 



390:14-391:3 

14 Q, There was part of the meeting that was 

1 5 just between you and Nadal and part of it Christian 

1 6 Nadal asked Jon Luc Foret to come in, is that 

17 correct? 

18 A, Yes. 

19 Q. How long was the part that was just 

20 between you and Mr. Nadal last? 

21 A. 1 don't recall. 
(Page 391) 

1 Q. Was it five minutes or an hour? Can you 

2 give me some estimate? 

3 A. No. 
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391:18-392:9 

18 Q.I want you to tell me if you can what he 

1 9 said to you, as close as you can remember, what 

20 words he used when he spoke to you, one thing at a 

21 time. 
(Page 392) 

1 What did he say to you? 

2 A. The only thing I recall today, now, that 

3 we are speaking is when he jumped out of his office 

4 where he was sitting and he tells me I'm the General 

5 Delegate of EDFIN A and you have to comply to my 

6 orders or you are going to have to, you know. 

7 That's the only thing I recall from this 

8 meeting. That's the only thing I recall from this 

9 meeting. 



392:2-6 

2 A. The only thing I recall today, now, that 

3 we are speaking is when he jumped out of his office 

4 where he was sitting and he tells me I'm the General 

5 Delegate of EDFINA and you have to comply to ray 

6 orders or you are going to have to, you know. 



394:12-395:2 

12 Q. He says that he asked you to do certain 

1 3 things and I just want to go over them and find out 

14 if you can confirm that those are things he asked 

1 5 you to do. 

1 6 The first one, number one, is return to the 

1 7 EDFINA office before you leave on vacation tomorrow 

1 8 evening all documents and information of any nature 

19 about the premium 2015 NuStart project. 

20 Did he ask you to do that? 

21 A. 1 recognize the e-mail. Yes, he did. 
(Page 395) 

1 Q. Thank you. 

2 A. He did, yes. He did it, you know. 
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419:15-420:2 

15 Q. In which he said to you that there 

1 6 are - what are QA's? Is that quality assurance. 

1 7 There are QA and security issues and you'll have to 

1 8 answer some questions. 

19 A. Yes, 

20 Q. Mr. Dubois told you there's no wrongdoing 

21 but there are quality and security issues and you 
(Page 420) 

1 will have to answer questions, correct? 

2 A. Yes. 



472:14-475:18 

14 Q.I want to recap your contacts with 

1 5 Mr. Nadal. I think the first one is in February, is 

16 it the 25th 2004? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. A two hour lunch and meeting in the 

19 office? 

20 A. Yes. 



21 


Q. 


Lunch at the Mayflower I think you said? 


(Page 473) 




1 


A. 


Yes. 


2 


Q- 


Pleasant, I think you said. 


3 


A. 


Business-like. 


4 


Q. 


Nothing untoward? 


5 


A. 


Yes. 


6 


Q. 


You did not meet him again until the 12th 


7 


ofJuly 


, is that correct? 


8 


A. 


That's correct. 


9 


Q. 


I don't think we know exactly how long 


10 that lasted but it was less than two hours 


11 


certainly? 


12 


A. 


Yes. 


13 


Q- 


Less than an hour? 


14 


A. 


No. 1 think it was more. 


15 


Q. 


More than an hour? 


16 


A. 


More than an hour, yes. 


17 


Q- 


This was the two part meeting where part 



18 of it was you and Mr. Nadal and part was you and 

19 Mr. Nadal and Jon Luc Foret, is that correct? 

20 A. That's not this meeting we are talking 

21 about. You are talking about February? 
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(Page 474) 

1 Q. No, July 12. 

2 A. Excuse me. 1 thought you were talking 

3 about the February meeting. 

4 Q. I didn't mean to oon&se you. February 25 

5 is the first meeting, two hour lunch, meeting in the 

6 office and lunch at the Mayflower. 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Then I think you didn't meet him again 

9 until the 12th of July. 

10 A. We had some phone conversation as you may 

1 1 know and e-mails. 

12 Q. We'll get to that. I'm talking about in 

1 3 person meetings. 

14 A. Yes. 

1 5 Q. You didn't meet him person to person even 

16 though theoretically you are working in the same 

17 place, you didn't meet him again until the 1 2th of 

18 July, is that right? 

19 A. From the information we get, you know, he 

20 made sure he wouldn't meet with me. I think it was 

21 on purpose because as for me, I was working, you 
(Page 475) 

1 know, 1 was working at the office and there was 

2 nothing. 

3 Q. A simple question. You did not meet him 

4 again between, face to face, between February 25 and 

5 July 1 2, is that correct? 

6 A. That's my recollection, yes. 

7 Q. Tell me any subsequent face to face 

8 meetings you had with Mr. Nadal after July 12? 

9 A. None. 

10 Q. Never? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. If I've got it right, the sum total of 

13 your personal face to face interaction with 

1 4 Mr. Nadal is less than three hours? 

15 A. I would say so. 

16 Q. How many telephone conversations did you 

17 have with Mr. Nadal? 

1 8 A. Five or six, I would say. 
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483:9-13 

9 A. My recollection is that the auditor said 

1 there are some contracts we couldn't find any 

1 1 related documentation and specifically 

12 talked - they specifically talked about two 

1 3 contracts. One was a contract for Mr. Walter Nolan 



484:5-8 

5 talked about the - the auditors talked about the 

6 issue of the contracts, they had not asked me during 

7 my own interview and Mr. Nadal over the phone said 

8 oh, this is very serious. 



507:13-508:8 

1 3 Q. How do you know Mr. Nadal or how do you 

14 believe iVIr. Nadal is the one who cancelled your 

1 5 credit cards? 

16 A. Becausehe was an officer of the company 

1 7 and was the one with the power to cancel those 

18 cards. 

19 Q. Does anyone else have that power? 

20 A. I understand from the documents that 

21 Benoit Dreux had also that power. 
(Page 508) 

1 Q. So it could have been Benoit Dreux that 

2 cancelled your credit cards? 

3 A. That's a possibility. 

4 Q. Did you ever ask Mr. Nadal if he cancelled 

5 your credit cards? 

6 A. 1 never spoke to Mr. Nadal. 

7 Q. Again? 

8 A. Again. 



508:9-18 

9 Q. When was the last time you spoke to him by 

10 phone? 

11 A. By phone or by - 

12 Q. Or e-mail. Well, phone, communicated with 

1 3 him in person by phone? 



10 
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14 A. In person by phone? The last time I 

15 communicated in person with him was on July 12. 

1 6 Q. And you didn't have any telephone 

1 7 conversations with him after that? 

18 A. Not that I recall. 



511:2-17 

2 A. I was asking Jon Luc Foret who was my 

3 direct report if he had other directions from EDF, 

4 EDFINA as for my attendance to the conference call 

5 and the management committee meeting. That's what I 

6 understand. 

7 Q. You're asking him but Mr. Nadal has 

8 already told you not to attend? 

9 A. I told you that I didn't want to speak or 

10 hear to Mr. Nadal. 

11 Q. Or listen? 

12 A. Or listen, that's for sure, yes. That's 

1 3 why 1 had all this information sent to Mr. Ponasso 

1 4 and Mr. LaRoche. 

1 5 Q. And you were going to ignore any 

16 directions that you received? 

17 A. From Mr. Nadal, yes. 
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Correction 
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35 


3 


It is 


It is not 


Misundei standing of the question 


38 


12 


fiancois 


Francis 


name spelling 




13 


Toll 


HoutouUe 


name spelling 


40 


7 


Yamocks 


La Maxe 


name spelling 


41 


2 


Fenlee 


Penly 


name spelling 


41 


6 


Lamocks 


La Maxe 


name spelling 


41 


8 


Penlee 


Penly 


name spelling 


41 


12 


Lamocks 


La Maxe 




41 


20 


Penlee 


Penly 




42 


5 


Penlee 


Penly 




42 


20 


Penlee 


Penly 




44 


8 


I'm xised to 


I have been 




45 


8 


Penlee 


Penly 




45 


16 


Ftancois Denny 


Francois Denis 


name spelling 


46 


1 


Penlee 


Penly 




47 


1 


he had 


EDF had 


clarification 


48 


16 


Pailee 


Penly 




49 


6 


Penlee 


Penly 




49 


17 


Penlee 


Penly 




53 


U 


Heibat 


Her bin 




53 


18 


I worked in the 


he worked as a 




54 


6 


Uiban 


Herbin 




54 


17 


Bussai 


Boussaid 




55 


5 


Heibat 


Herbin 




55 


8 


I don't lecall his name right now Olivier Cairet ciaiification 


55 


17 


Ml , Adar is an 


Mr Nadal has an 


clarification 




IS 


contractor 


contract of 


clarification 


58 


1 


John Louie Jolliet 


Jean-Louis Jolliot 


61 


5 


Louie Capeian 


Loic Caperan 




61 


8 


including 


with 


clarification 


61 


13 


Bokallstrand 


Bo Kallstrand 




62 


2 


Bokallstiand 


Bo Kallstrand 




66 


4 


2003 


2002 


claiifrcation 


65 


7 


Bokallstiand 


Bo Kallstrand 




65 


11 


Tujeiock was there as CEO Crcuzet was there as COO claiiircation 


67 


10 


Calstiom 


Kallstrand 




74 


15 


Najabai 


Adja Ba 




74 


17 


Alexandra Rodiei 


Alexandre Audie 




88 


9 


Pieire Baumgaiten 


Fernando Ponasso 
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21 


Louie Roviusee 


Louis Rovei si 


91 


4 


Louie Rovaisee 


Louis Roveisi 


97 


9 
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113 


10 


Francois Metias fi 


:>m John Louie Francois Metais from Jean-Louis 


114 


13 


Metias 


Metais 


114 


14 


Metias 


Metais 


114 


15 


Metias 


Metais 


120 


14 


the have national 


the international 


123 


20 


Exactly, yes. 


Exact, the notes were not written in lebiuaiy 2004 


124 


15 


Asian contract 


contract 


144 


17 


John 


Yann 


146 


20 


Ihad 


EDF had clarification 


150 


13 


Michelle 


Michel 




14 


Jan 


Yann 


157 


19 


today 


that day 


185 


6 


not 


pot 
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4 


communication 


assignment 
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8 


fight 


file 


204 


1 


Jan 


Yann 
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4 


Metias 


Metais 
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14 


Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


208 


19 


EDN 


EDFINA 


210 


21 


made 


mailed 
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1 


Jan 


Yann 


216 


9 


Jan 


Yann 
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2 


You 


I 


235 


20 


Jan 


Yann 


236 


15 


Arabia 


Asia 


238 


15 


Geiaid 


Biuiro 


238 


16 


Cieuzet 


Lescoeur 


250 


13 


nature 


signature 
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330 
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333 
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3J4 
334 
334 
334 
33S 
335 
335 
335 
336 
336 
336 
138 
338 
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339 
339 17-21 

This does not read conectly I came to Washington, but did not go to France 
at that time, although we anticipated I may have to leave at any time Instead, I 
monitored the situation from home, because my mothei-in-law was in a coma, and 
our dog became very ill, and died at this same time This was very distressing as 
well, as Philippe and I are very close to our dogs - we have no children, so they 
are like om children to us I stayed in contact with EDFINA and EDF and kept 
them advised of my status, as well as that of my mothei -in-law, and my dog 
Since I was not in Fiance, I could not attend the June 21 meeting in Lyon, which 
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Yann 


7 budget 


bonuses 
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June 


1 urgent 


mgrng 


2 it's make 


it makes 


1 5 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


2 Leon 


Lyon 


5 Leon 


Lyon 


6 Leon 


Lyon 


13 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


1 5 Leon 


Lyon 


4 Jon 


Jean- 


1 1 Ion Luc 


Jean-Luc 


13 Jon 


Jean- 


4 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


8 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


10 Ion Luc 


Jean-Luc 


14 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


1 5 Jon IjUC 


Jean-Luc 


1 7 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


3 Jon Lue 


Jean-Luc 


6 Leon 


Lyon 


1 5 Leon 


Lyon 


21 employee, taking 


employees lathei than takin 


5 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


7 Leon 


Lyon 


19 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


8 maybe 12 or 


monday 


21 Miyah Moyon 


Moyeuvie 


6 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 


1 1 Jon Luc 


Jean-Luc 
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they understood and were veiy leassuiing to me and expressed their 
understanding (as did Mi. Nadal on this paiticular issue and my cancellation of 
the trip - please refet to my eailiei deposition testimony on this). I returned to the 
office after approximately a week Mi Nadal was aware of this, and wrote the 
June 1 8 letter at this time, knowing I was in the area dealing with my mother-in- 
law's crisis, as well as the illness and death of my dog at the same time It was a 
veiy difficult time for my husband and me 



340 


15 


Leon 


Lyon 


.342 


18 


I was not in 1 1 ance See the note above 


348 
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